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holding their heads high when candid friends persist in making
unfavourable comments on their appearance and behaviour.
As the idea of the self in relation to other selves becomes clear
by interaction with these other selves the self-sentiment begins
to be formed. Just as a single sentiment may be organized
round the idea of sport, so a comprehensive organization of the
emotional life may be formed round the idea of self that has
been created. The self-sentiment cannot be a prominent entity
unless the idea of the self is clear. If I am to possess a strong
self-sentiment I must know myself as the possessor of certain
instincts and sentiments. But any hierarchy of sentiments
which exists must be under the governance of the self-senti-
ment, which is a synthesis of sentiments and instincts, the self
being the co-ordinating factor of all.
Before we proceed further with the questions of character
and will we must refer to the moral sentiments. It is possible
to acquire a sentiment for anything that can be an object of
thought, and therefore, when we are capable of conceiving
such notions as justice, truth, virtue, or purity, we may have
sentiments of love toward them. Similarly we may have com-
plementary sentiments of hatred for injustice, lying, or de-
pravity. McDougall points out that moral sentiments tend to
be bipolar: when we have a sentiment of love for any moral
quality we tend to have a sentiment of hate for its opposite.
Yet love of truth is not the same thing as hatred of falsehood,
for a love is a much more fruitful thing than a hate in our lives.
A love, since it urges one to explore and develop the riches of its
object, is a principle of growth, of expansion ; a hate, since its aim
is to destroy relations with its object, is, so far, doomed to sterility.1
How are the moral sentiments acquired ? They are certainly
a product of social life; it is difficult to see what moral senti-
ments could be acquired by a person living in isolation. For
one thing, we need the aid of language to enable us to think at
all of moral qualities: we need to hear them talked about.
Many moral sentiments are traditional to certain nations and
societies; love of courage and fair play, for example, are said
1 Nunn, Education : its Data ami First Principles, p. 165.